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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This action is responsive to Applicant's Amendments and Remarks filed on 
February 3, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-17 are currently pending. Claims 1, 6, 10, and 13 are independent 
claims. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6-8, and 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Luther et al. ("Luther"), U.S. Patent No. 5,721,940, in view of 
Johnson et al. ("Johnson"), U.S. Patent No. 5,991,469. 
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Regarding independent claim 1: 

> a management system of fonri identification dictionary including a 
manager of form identification dictionary for creating and managing a form 
identification dictionary for identifying a type of a printed form; and 

Luther teaches a form identification and processing system that uses hierarchical 

form profiles to manage, save, and create a form dictionary (see Abstract and col. 2 

lines 14-29). A printed form type is identified by comparing said printed form to a stored 

hierarchical profile in the form dictionary (see Abstract and col. 2 lines 25-29). 

> a plurality of form processing terminals, each of said form processing 
terminals having a fomn identification dictionary for identifying the type of 
the form, and identifying the form to process the form, wherein 

> said management system of form identification dictionary and said 
plurality of form processing terminals are interconnected via a network; 

Luther teaches a management workstation that is each equipped with a form 
dictionary for identifying the type for each form (see col. 4 lines 23-30). The workstation 
is interconnected via a local area network (see col. 4 lines 1-3, col. 6 lines 42-47, col. 7 
lines 20-28). 

Luther suggests (i.e., routing of forms to different department workstations for 
further processing), but does not explicitly teach, a plurality of form processing terminals 
interconnected via a network. However, Johnson teaches a plurality of workstations in 
communication with one another via a network for the express purpose of a more 
efficient means of communicating and interpreting forms (see Fig. 4, col. 9 lines 10-17). 

Since both references are from the same field of endeavor, the motivational 
purpose of a more efficient means of communicating and interpreting forms as 
disclosed by Johnson would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Luther. It 
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would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Luther with the teachings of Johnson to 
include a plurality of form processing terminals interconnected via a network. 



> said form processing terminal, upon occurrence of failure in 
identification of ttie form based on said form identification dictionary of 
said form processing terminal itself, transmits image information of tfie 
form to said management system of form identification dictionary; and 

Luther teaches that when the image data of a completed fonri fails to be 
identified by the comparator of a workstation using its form identification dictionary, the 
image data of the completed fomi is routed to an appropriate processing station (see 
Fig. 7 and col. 6 lines 35-47). 



> said management system of form identification dictionary, when the 
form type of said image infonvation of the form transmitted from said form 
processing terminal has not yet been registered in said form identification 
dictionary of said manager of form identification dictionary, creates 
information for identifying the type of the form, stores the created 
information in said form identification dictionary of said manager offonn 
identification dictionary, and transmits the created infomiation to said form 
processing terminal. 



Luther teaches that image data of a completed form is processed to create a 
hierarchical profile for creating and storing in the form identification dictionary. The 
created hierarchical profile is then compared to other profiles contained within the form 
dictionary (see col. 6 lines 36-47). If the created profile already exists or has been 
registered, the image data of the completed form is routed to an appropriate processing 
station (see Fig. 7 and col. 6 lines 35-47). If the created form does not already exist in 
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the form dictionary or has not been registered, the created form's profile is stored in 
form memory (see col. 6 lines 36-47 and col. 9 lines 23-25). 

Independent claims 6, 10, and 13 incorporate substantially similar subject 
matter as independent claim 1 , and are rejected along the same rationale. 

Regarding claims 2, 7, and 14, Luther, in view of Johnson, teach: 

> management system of form identification dictionary, when said image 
information of ttie fonv transmitted from said form processing tenvinal tias 
been registered in said form identification dictionary of said manager of 
form identification dictionary, reads out infonvation for identifying the type 
of the form from said form identification dictionary in said manager of form 
identification dictionary, and transmits the read-out infonvation to said 
form processing terminal. 

Luther teaches that image data of a completed form is processed to create a 

hierarchical profile for creating and storing in the form identification dictionary. The 

created hierarchical profile is then compared to other profiles contained within the form 

dictionary (see Luther - col. 6 lines 36-47). If the created profile already exists or has 

been registered, the image data of the completed form is routed to an appropriate 

processing station (see Luther - Fig. 7 and col. 6 lines 35-47). 

Regarding claims 3, 11, and 15, Luther, in view of Johnson, teach wherein said 
form processing terminal, upon occunrence of failure in the identification of the fonv 
based on said form identification dictionary of said form processing terminal itself, 
transmits to said management system of form identification dictionary the image 
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information of the form together with information for supporting a work of creating the 
form identification dictionary (see Fig. 7 and col. 6 lines 35-47: Luther teaches that when 
the image data of a completed form fails to be identified by the comparator of a 
workstation using its form identification dictionary, the image data - including vectorized 
data, length measurement, width measurement, and attribute measurements - of the 
completed form is routed to an appropriate processing station). 

Regarding claims 4, 8, 12, and 16, Luther, in view of Johnson, teach wherein 
said management system of form identification dictionary, when said form identification 
dictionary of said manager of form identification dictionary is updated, informs said 
plurality of form processing terminals of form identification dictionary update infonnation; 
and said management system of form identification dictionary, upon reception of a 
request for use from at least one of said form processing terminals, distributes the forni 
identification information as requested to said at least one of said from processing 
terminals (see Luther - col. 7 lines 20-37 and col. 9 lines 23-30). 

6. Claims 5, 9, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Luther et al. ("Luther"), U.S. Patent No. 5,721,940, in view of 
Johnson et al. ("Johnson"), U.S. Patent No. 5,991,469, in further view of Stinson 
et al. ("Stinson"), U.S. Patent No. 6,695,204. 
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Regarding claims 5, 9, and 17, Luther, in view of Johnson, teach the form 
processing system with respect to claim 4 as discussed above, but does not specifically 
teach said management system comprises a manager of system fee; and said manager 
of system fee performs charging to said form processing terminals. 

However, Stinson teaches a processor for determining a fee to charge customer 
for the purpose of seeking monetary retribution for services rendered (see col. 13, lines 
11-15). Since Stinson and Bruce are both from the same field of endeavor, the 
purposes disclosed by Stinson would have been recognized in the pertinent art of 
Bruce. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Bruce with the teachings of 
Stinson to include management system comprises a manager of system fee; and said 
manager of system fee performs charging to said form processing terminals for the 
motivational purpose of seeking monetary retribution and aid for services rendered. 



Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to independent claims 1,6,10, and 1 3 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The new grounds of rejection include the addition of the Luther and Johnson 
patents, which are being relied upon for teaching the contested claim language, "the 
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form type of said image information" and a "form identification dictionary". Applicant's 
arguments focus on the prior art's failure to teach these particular limitations. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to be motivated to arrive at the 
instant invention by combining Luther and Johnson as discussed above in the rejection 
of independent claims 1,6, 10, and 13. 



Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Nguyen-Ba whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4094. The examiner can normally be reached on 1 1 am - 7 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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